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Spy Charges Lead to Cuts
In Navy Security Clearances

By Ruth Marcus
Washington Post Staff Writer
* Within the past month the Navy
has cut its numbser of security clear-
ances by 19 percent and lowered
the clearance levels of another 7

view on NBC's Today show that his
ultimate goal of a 50 percent reduc-
tion in clearances was attainable,

Y L. Britt Snider, the Defense De-
partment’s Director of Counterin-
telligence and Security Policy, said
in an interview with The Washing-
ton Post last week that he believed
the 50 percent goal was unrealistic,

“I don’t want to discourage the
Navy from trying,” Snider said.

But, he said, “It’s hard to see how
there could be that many people in
the Navy that have clearances that
don’t need clearance.”

said in an inter- -

er was “unduly pessimistic . . . We
know we can do that [reach the 50
percent goal).”

Capt. Brent Baker, the Navy’s

. amsistant chief of information, said

the 50 percent goal would be met in

cused spy Michael Lance Walker,
one of four Navy men whose arrests
on espionage charges prompted
Lehman’s order, served as a sea-
man aboard the Nimitz, where he
had access to the ship’s “burn bag”
of classified documents to be de-
stroyed.

Cutting the number of those
8 security clearances is aimed

at both reducing potential sources
of information to the Soviets and
mvestigators to do more

timely
Defense Secretary Caspar W.
Weinberger last month announced a

10 percent cut in the 4.3 million
Defense department and military
contractor employes now holding
security clearances, to be imple-
mented by Oct, 1.
At the time of Lehmen's an-
ey Ch T
. X avy’s
101 milltion officers, per-
sonnel and civilian employes held
sqme level of clearmce. An addi-
tienal 1.2 million defense contractor
employes were authorized to see
Although Lehman had ordered an
immediate reduction in the number
of military contractor employes
holding security clearances, a Navy
spokesman said yesterday that fig-
ures on the number of clearances,
cut for contractor employes were
not yet available.
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